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Old Testament Main Characters &/or Events:  
Identify the following (list beside item or use your own paper):  
 

1. The Creation: 
A. What happened on each day of the creation?  
B. Define the word "Sabbath." 
C. Who are Adam and Eve?  
D. Describe the creation of each. 
E. What was "The Temptation"?  
F. What was "The Fall"? 
G. What was "The Exile"?  

 
2. Cain and Abel:  The First Murder 

A. What was Cain's occupation?  
B. What was Abel's occupation?  
C. Describe the "incident" between them.  
D. What famous quote comes from this chapter?  
E. What happens to Cain as a result of his actions?  

 
      3. The Flood: 

A. Who receives a message from God?  
B. What is supposed to be built?  
C. Which animals and how many are taken?  
D. How long does it rain?  
E. Describe the process of animal release that happens at the end of the 

Flood.  
F. What is the rainbow symbolic of?  
 

      4.  The Tower of Babel 
A. How tall is the tower?  
B. What was the reason for building the structure?  
C. What was God's reaction?  
D. What was the ultimate result?  

  
     5.  God Chooses Abraham (and Sarah) 

A. Describe the name changes in this chapter.  
B. What can Sarah not do?  
C. Who are Hagar and Ishmael?  
D. Who rules/creates the 12 tribes?  
E. What is the Covenant and "Circumcision"?  
F. What is Sarah's reaction to the angel?  
G. Describe the "sacrifice" of Isaac.  

 
   6.  Lot and the "Wager" Between God and Abraham  

A. What does God approach Abraham about? Describe the bidding process 
between God and Abraham.  

B. What "problem" is presented by Lot's two sons-in-law and his wife?  
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C. Why do the townspeople "want" the visiting angels?  
D. Who does Lot offer instead?  
E. What reaction do the townspeople have to this offer?  
F. Where do Lot and most of his family go?  
G. Describe Lot's wife's horrible fate.  
H. What do the daughters of Lot do that most of us find disturbing?  

 
7.   The Birth and Circumcision of Isaac 

A. Who visits Sarah?  
B.  Why?  
C. Who is Isaac?  
D. What does God demand?  
E. When?  
F. Why does Sarah resent Hagar and Ishmael?  
G. What do Hagar and Ishmael do? 
H. What does Ishmael become?  
I. Ishmael's destiny becomes what? 
  

8.  Chapter 22. Abraham's potential sacrifice  
A. What does God ask Abraham to do with Isaac?  
B. Where do they go?  
C. What does Abraham do?  
D. What does God do at the last minute?  
E. What promise does God make to reward Abraham's faith?  

 
9. Chapter 24. Isaac and Rebekah 

A. Where does Abraham send his servant?  
B. Why?  
C. What "warning" does Abraham issue regarding his son?  
D. What does the servant take with him?  
E. In answer to the servant's prayer, who comes to the well? 
F.  Describe her and what she does at the well.  
G. What does the servant give her?  
H. Who is Laban?  
I. What does he do when he sees the gifts? 
J.  What happens at the end of the chapter?  

 
10. Chapter 25/Verse 19,  The First Twins 

A. How old was Isaac when he married?  
B. What prayer does God answer for Isaac?  
C. When she is ill during her pregnancy, what does Rebekah learn from the Lord?  
D. Describe the twins at birth.  
E. Describe them as adults.  
F. Why does Esau "sell" his birthright?  
 

 
11.  Chapter 27. Deception  

A. When Isaac is old and blind, what does he tell Esau to do?  
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B. What does Rebekah tell Jacob to do?  
C. Describe what happens.  
D. What happens when Esau returns?  
E. What is Esau's destiny?  
F. Why?  
G. Where does Rebekah send Jacob?  
H. Why?  
 

12.  Chapter 28. The Dream  
A. What does Isaac want Jacob to find during his journey?  
B. What does Jacob dream about?  
C. What promise does he receive from God?  
D. What does Jacob do when he wakens to commemorate the experience?  
E. What promise does Jacob make?  

 
13.  Chapter 29. Laban Tricks His Nephew  

A. Who does Rachel meet and fall in love with in ch. 29?  
B. Name the two daughters of Laban.  
C. How long will Jacob serve Laban in order to win Rachel?  
D. How does Laban trick Jacob (who earlier had tricked his own father--note the 

irony  
      here!)?  
E. How long must Jacob serve Laban in order to "win" the wife he really wants?  
F. Why is Leah fertile while Rachel is not?  
G. Describe the names of each of Leah's sons and what they meant to her in ch. 29.  

 
14.  Chapter 30. Jealous Wives  

A. Why is Rachel upset?  
B. What does she do about it?  
C. How does Leah retaliate?  
D. Eventually, what "good thing" happens to Rachel?  
E. Afterwards, what does Jacob ask his uncle?  
F. What is Laban's reaction?  
G. How does Jacob strengthen his flock?  

 
15.  Chapters 35 and 37. Joseph's Story Begins  

A. List the sons of Jacob and their mothers.  
B. How old is Joseph in ch. 37.  
C. What "bad report" does Joseph give his father?  
D. What did Jacob make for Joseph?  
E. Why?  
F. Describe the dream Joseph has that makes his brothers hate him even more. 
G.  What dream does he have that makes his father angry? 
H.  What do his brothers plan to do? 
I.   How does Reuben (the eldest brother) save Joseph?  
J.   What is Judah's (the fourth son and the rival for Jacob's birthright) suggestion? 
K.  How much do the brothers receive for Joseph?  
L.  How do the brothers deceive their father? 
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M. What happens to Joseph?  

16.  Chapters 39-41. Joseph Begins His Career  
A. What job does Joseph earn in Egypt?  
B. What "request" does his master's wife make?  
C. What happens when he refuses?  
D. What does the master do?  
E. What job does Joseph have while in prison?  
F. What two servants fthe King of Egypt are placed in prison?  
G. What does the cupbearer dream?  
H. What does it mean according to Joseph's interpretation?  
I. What does Joseph ask the cupbearer to do for him?  
J. What is the baker's dream?  
K. What is the interpretation?  
L. Two years later, what does the Pharaoh dream about?  
M. How does the Pharaoh hear about Joseph?  
N. What interpretation does Joseph give?  
O. What advise does he give the Pharaoh to solve the problem?  
P. What happens?  

 
17.  Chapters 42-44. Reunion  
A. Where does Jacob send ten of his sons?  
B. Why?  
C. Who doesn't go?  
D. Why not?  
E. What accusation does Joseph make?  
F. What demand does Joseph make? [Who stays behind?]  
G. What does Reuben tell his brothers that Joseph overhears and understands?  
H. What does Joseph put in their bags?  
I. What proposition does Reuben make to his father?  
J. What do the brothers take with them the second time they visit Egypt?  
K. How does the sight of his younger brother affect Joseph?  
L. How is Benjamin favored at the feast?  
M. What does Joseph order his men to put in the sacks of his brothers?  
N. What does Joseph command the brothers to do after the cup is found?  
O. What does Judah beg to do instead?  
P. Why?  

 
18.  Chapters 45-47, and 50. Forgiveness and the Promise of Deliverance  
A. Describe the scene in which Joseph reveals his identity.  
B. What does Joseph make his brothers do next?  
C. What does Jacob say?  
D. Where does Joseph go to reunite with his father?  
E. What does Joseph tell them to tell the Pharaoh? 
F. How does Joseph add to the Pharaoh's wealth during this time?  
G. How much of the crop must the people give to the Pharaoh?  
H. What is the only group exempt from this?  
I. How long does it take to embalm Jacob?  



 5 

J. What promise does Joseph make to his brothers?  
K. What does Joseph remind his brothers of (verse 24)? 
L. What does Joseph make his brothers promise? 
M. How old was Joseph when he died?  

FYI:  

• The title of this book comes from the Septuagint, the ancient Greek translation of 
the Old Testament. The word "exodus" means "exit" or "departure." Most Bible 
scholars believe that Moses wrote this book, along with the rest ofthe Pentateuch 
during the 40 years of wandering in the desert that followed Israel's exodus from 
Egypt.  

• A total of 430 years elapsed between Jacob's migration to Egypt and the 
Exodus.  

• Genesis ends with the death of Joseph, and Exodus begins 300 years later with 
the birth of Moses.  

• During these centuries, the Israelite nation had grown substantially. Beginning 
with the 70 persons originally inhabiting Egypt, their numbers increased to 
approximately three million--i.e. the population doubled about every twenty-five 
years.  

• According to Egyptian records, there were, in fact, 600,000 men above the age of 
20, plus women and children.  

• After the death of Joseph, there was a "dynasty change" in Egypt making the 
Israelites a race of slaves.  

• New leaders feared the Israelites because of the ever-increasing numbers. Yet, 
the family records of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob continued to promise that 
Canaan would one day be their national home and that, eventually, they would be 
free.  

• The only thing the people needed was a "Deliverer." Thus, we find the entrance 
of one of the most remarkable characters in all literature-Moses.  

Read Chapters1 through 40 and answer the following: 

1. What is the new king concerned about in verse 10 of ch. I? 
2. What "order" is given to the midwives?  
3. Describe the reaction the midwives have to this order.  
4. As a result, what does Pharaoh command?  
5. Who disobeys this new commandment?  
6. What does she do with her baby?  
7. Who "watches out" to see the fate of the baby?  
8. Who found the baby?  
9. Describe her reaction to her "discovery."  
10. Who "nurses" the baby? 
11. What does the Pharaoh's daughter call the baby?  
12. Why?  
13. Why does Moses flee from Egypt?  
14. Where does he go?  
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15. How many daughters does the priest of Midian have?  
16. What does Moses help these women do?  
17. Which daughter does Moses marry?  
18. What do they name their son?  
19. What does Moses do "for a living" now?  
20. Who appears to him?  
21. Where?  
22. What is unusual about the burning bush?  
23. What message does Moses receive?  
24. In verse 11, what question does Moses have for God?  
25. What is the response?  
26. In verse 13, what question does Moses have for God?  
27. What is the response?  
28. In verse 20, what does God tell Moses he will do?  
29. What is the name of the mountain where God speaks to Moses?  
30. Who meets Moses in the desert when he is returning to Egypt?  
31. Who do Moses and the answer to #2 meet with first (before visiting the 

Pharaoh)?  
32. What is the first "performance" demonstrated before Pharaoh?  
33. What do tbe Pharaoh's magicians do in response?  
34. What bad things happen to the children of Israel as a result of this first meeting 

which makes their job more difficult)?  
35. What is the first of the ten plagues?(ch. 7)  
36. Describe the three plagues in ch. 8.  
37. Describe the three plagues in ch. 9.  
38. Name the two plagues in ch. 1O.  
39. What happens that finally forces the pharaoh to let the people go? (ch. 11 & l2)  
40. What is "Passover?"  
41. What is unleavened bread?  
42. Describe the crossing of the Red Sea (Sea of Reeds).  
43. What is manna?  
44. How much did each receive?  
45. What birds and how many were sent periodically? 
46. List the 10 Commandments:  
47. Describe what makes God (and Moses) mad in chapters 32 and 34.  
48. How long (both times) was Moses on the Mount.  
49. Describe the Ark and its purpose.  
50. Describe the events in the final chapter of Exodus.  

 


